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CONCRETE TREASURES OF HUNLAND 

Milan Design Week 2010 Premiers of IVANKA
ORTO ’Living Covering’ at SaloneSatellite, HÜBLER "APPLIED LITERATURE" table-installation featuring Oscar Niemeyer Homage Exhibition hosted by HiddenHeroes at Zona Tortona
IVANKA Studio and Concrete Company (www.ivanka.hu) – after its successful debut at last year’s Milan Design Week SaloneSatellite 2009 event with the award winning project of ’AFTERLIFESTYLE’ SEEYOU Gravestone (www.afterlifestyle.com) – will represent this year the progressive Hungarian design at three exhibitions organized at the two main venues of the design festival: Fiera Milano and Zona Tortona.

Hidden Heroes 2010 
At the most concentrated ‘open-air international showcase of creativity’ area of the city, the constantly evolving Zona Tortona, after a great start at Superstudio Piu during the Salone del Mobile 2009, Hidden Heroes will have its second edition at T35, the fantastic event space at NHOW hotel. IVANKA has been invited to join this show presenting works of a selected group of young emerging talents. 
At HH, IVANKA will introduce Beat Bloom PROPELLER – Go-anywhere Coffee Table and seating with storage on wheels by Beat Glaesser and Studio IVANKA. A new creation for the different functions of seating, coffee table and storage to be skillfully combined in one piece of furniture, in a daring design. Material as well as form and structure confer a contemporary look. This piece has been given a dynamic shape with the distinct feeling of constant motion. It’s sleek and sinuous sculptural body contrasts marvelously with its surroundings. Perfectly suited for both indoor and outdoor usage due to its extremely durable fiber reinforced high performance cast concrete material. Its surface shows its best in nature and ages to its advantage.

It lends itself not only for domestic use but also for public purposes and it can be a highlight of commercial places and working environments.

The flock of elements, like a group of three objects can form an ideal space unit of ‘furniture ensemble’ vitalizing the community activities of urban dwellers. It’s a product to improve people being together with other people. It drives and inspires users in use. 

IVANKA with Oscar Niemeyer – Two generations of concrete together 
HiddenHeroes2010 will host an homage exhibition to Oscar Niemeyer and his most famous creation, Brasilia, city of concrete. T35 will become a place where the work of an old hero will share the spotlight with a generation of young (hidden) heroes. IVANKA, a Hidden Heroes exhibitor in 2010 got the honor to present HÜBLER "APPLIED LITERATURE" 2010 mixed media Table-installation with the portrait of the architect - a living legend, pioneer in exploring the formal possibilities of reinforced concrete solely for their aesthetic impact. His stunning work blankets the cities of Brazil. Niemeyer has just turned 102 and Brasilia will celebrate its 50th anniversary on the 21st of April 2010. Niemeyer is a committed communist, ‘one of the last Communists’ on this planet. The Ivankas are dreamers and doers living in the fabulous city of Budapest in the middle of Central Europe, where the 20-year transition since the end of communism has just come to an end with a fundamental crisis. The model that they saw being implemented in the 1990s and 2000s is finished. The fragile new democracy’s now facing a most serious paradigm shift. After all across the region there is no nostalgia for the bad old days on the wrong side of the iron curtain.

Through their creative expressions with concrete, an affinity for the material and a search for new technological solutions, the exhibit thus link these artists of different fields and generations who are representing totally different political, economic and cultural state. 

Their works speak volumes about their countries of origin, and also about their approaches to design.
HUBLER "APPLIED LITERATURE" 2010 Mixed Media  – Table / Storage  
by Studio IVANKA in collaboration with fine artist János Hübler
Concrete experiences based on abstract concepts

The HÜBLER is a creation using concrete - and books with a ‘concrete’ history - in various planimetrical surfaces. The absence of the books, due to their various dimensions, form different shapes of various depths and heights. The result concrete structure will not have a final shape, because, by using it, visitors can change the books or remove them. 

The politically outdated books have been donated by the Research Institute Library of RADIO FREE EUROPE, the once active radio channel, sponsored by the US that fought against the Communism before the collapse of the Soviet Union. 
The table constitutes a monument to eternal knowledge - set in concrete- and it is a monument to the degeneration of information, to the immortality of the past and to its disintegration, while also offering an opportunity to reflect on the essence of the book.

The aesthetic reaction is not generated by the composition, rather by the abstraction of the artwork. Our aim here is not to show the technical virtuosity, the perfection of the design but the conscious use of the technology, with all of its rigid potentialities. The control over the material is obligate on a certain level, but not it is not the ultimate intention, or the main scope.
Inspiration of the material is in the focus of the fine artist János Hübler’s compositions, and in IVANKA’s entire work.

SaloneSatellite presentation with guest: ’Pompeii Dantes’ 
ORTO ‘Living Covering’ by Studio IVANKA – designer: Kriszta Balázs will be unveiled at iSaloni SaloneSatellite 2010 event. This floor and wall covering system made out of high performance concrete, suitable for indoor and outdoor use has a unique identity feature: on its surface the network of splits lends itself for planting moss. 
ORTO - decorative concrete with moss, as a Living Covering - provides an alternative solution for common planting for creating spaces evoke nature through forms and the incorporation of plant life. The plants set into the furrows of the elements forming an extensive living and breathing green surface along the ornamentation improving the local microclimate. 
On a micro scale the drawing on it’s surface represents the beautiful network of the casual splits in nature, and moss growing in small gaps surviving among  extreme circumstances. Macro level muse of designing the pattern were ortographic photos taken from high above. 

Through its firm structure, heavy weight and durability concrete transports the idea of a passive strength by its resistance of external forces as a perfect complement of the active force, the life energy of every living being. 
Aside from ORTO and its other classical pieces like FLASTER Tiles, IVANKA together with Miklós Gábor Szőke (www.tikito.com) sculptor hacked an old concrete mixer to use it as an installation, a love scene of the two 1934 year old ’Dantedogs’ escaped from Pompeii. 
The “Concrete mixer”

The statue composition is about a love scene, a scene representing Dante, his love and their relation to the concrete. Dante is balancing at the top of the mixer, while he is about to pour out his concrete-bathing love. The composition was inspired by the buried dogs of Pompeii, whose last moments were recorded by volcanic ash and pumice after the catastrophic eruption of the Mount Vesuvius in 79 AD. In contrast to the antique dogs the body of Dante and his love is surrounded by concrete, which is not a tragic coincidence, they are keen on the concrete, having a bath in their own concrete and adore this material. 

Through their deepening relationship with the concrete they are getting closer to gain eternal life in the Universe. They are Katalin Ivanka and Andras Ivanka. 
They are also going to present the first items of their gastro division with Viktoria Hümfner, and a collection of keyholder specialities and other craft accessories made in collaboration with Zita Konnerth.  The objects with various surfaces will form patchwork on a sloping wall. By emphasizing the box-like character of the stands the space will be transformed into a „treasure-chest” full of fascinating objects.  

IVANKA Studio and Concrete Works is a Budapest headquartered firm founded by Katalin Ivanka and Andras Ivanka in 2004. IVANKA Studio and Concrete Works’s endeavour is to create desire by envisaging distinctive designs and to execute them with the background of an organized technological drive. Their work is based on the versatile nature of CONCRETE – main material chosen for creative expression through discovering unexplored attributes. 
IVANKA has its various scale of products and it also has tailor made orders. 
In order to provide the best for its partners the company collaborates with many artists, designers, architects, engineers. They are convinced that ideas are best nurtured in the open. As a result, IVANKA is a truly open organization, literally and figuratively: allows to experience collaboration in its more energetic forms which is always exciting. Processes and products developed by IVANKA reflect the synergy coming from the fusion of practices and an endless curiosity. 
It is famous for its unique wall panels – like ORTO –, for Jankovits-Ivanka Concrete Sound audiophile loudspeaker cabinet design and high end engineering, and for the technology of monolith exposed concrete stairs, a high quality structure which needs no additional covering. Its aesthetic appearence is given by the refined smooth surface. 

IVANKA debuted successfully in 2009 in Milan with the SeeYou gravestone which redefines the traditional taboos of mourning. It visualizes the thoughts of mortality in a solid sensible way with the single ornament, of an embeded crux tenderly harmonizing with the environment. 
IVANKA got Flooring of the Year nomination at Elle Decoration International Design Awards -EDIDA 2010 with ‘FLASTER’ concrete tiles.
__ __ __
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